
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See You at Spring Conferences 
 
Yes, SPRING Conferences will be here before you know it! 
 
Our second trimester, spring conferences will be a little later this year with the big Conference Night on 
Thursday, March 2. 
  
Conference Preparation Forms will be also be sent home on Friday, February 24. This is a form that 
we are sending home for you to complete and return it to the teacher by Tuesday, February 28. 
Please use the form to provide information so that we may better prepare for your child's conference. 
 
We look forward to seeing you soon! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  
 

Bill Senti 

Principal    

                          
wsenti@parkwayschools.net 
www.twitter.com/mrsenti 
314-415-6200        
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FEBRUARY 2017 
 
1      Delay Start Day, 11:05am-4:00pm  
2      Musical Dress Rehearsal, 4-6pm 
3      American Heart Assoc Assembly, 9:15-9:30 
4      All-Dist. Elem. Vocal Concert, Purser Ctr, 7pm 
7     Dress Rehearsal for Musical, 4-6pm 
8      Wellness Wednesday, K-5, 8:15am 
        Lion King Performance, 7-9pm 
        Brd of Education Mtg, PCMS, 7-10pm 
9      Lion King Performance, 7-9pm 
11     4th grd Strings Concert, West High,1:45 
15     Wellness Wednesday, K-5, 8:15am 
16     5th Grd @ Biz Town 
         Spirit of Excellence, Touhill, 6:15pm 
17     NO SCHOOL, Records Day 
20     NO SCHOOL, Presidents Day 

         
          
          

         
 

22     Wellness Wednesday, K-5, 8:15am 
23     Craig Chorus Concert, Gym, 7pm 
24     Book Fair opens, Library 12-4pm 
27-March 2    Book Fair, Library 9-4 
 
 
MARCH 2017 
 
1      Delay Start Day, 11:05am-4pm 
2      Conference Night, 4:15-9pm 
3      Book Fair closes at noon 
4       Moonlight’s Trivia Night 
7       PTO Mtg., Library, 7pm 
8       Wellness Wednesday, K-5, 8:15am 
         Brd of Education, PCMS, 7pm 
8-9   Big Smiles Dental Visits 
 

https://www.parkwayschools.net/Domain/12


Pennies for Patients 

Programs like Pennies for Patients involve kids by teaching them about community and 
helping others by joining in the fight against blood cancers.  

In its 16th year, School & Youth Programs have given students the opportunity to help raise 
awareness and funds in honor of local patients battling a blood cancer like leukemia. By 
collecting spare change, kids involved with School & Youth Programs, have raised more than 

$211 million for research and patient services.  

This year, Craig Elementary will be collecting spare change February 8th-26th. Our goal is to help students see 
what a difference they can make in someone's life and just how powerful that can be.  

We look forward to your support of our programs which supports our mission: Cure leukemia, lymphoma, 
Hodgkin's disease and myeloma, and improve the quality of life of patients and their families. 
 

- Svetlana Bigott, Guidance Counselor 
 
 
5th grade Traveling to J.A.’s  Biz Town 
 
As part of their social studies, our 5th grade students will once again travel to Biz Town to practice what they 
have learned.  They are assigned jobs in Biz Town for their life-like experience in the world…bankers, grocers, 
teachers, medical clinic workers and so forth.  Things are “purchased”, “checks are written, mail is sent.  It is like 
a life-like town in which they are the adult players.  Our student really enjoy this experience.  They be taking 
their trip on Thursday, February 16 to the west county Junior Achievement’s facility. 
 

 
Lion King Musical – 2 performances – February 8 & 9 at 7 p.m. 
 
Our students have been practicing for months to perform The Lion King musical for you!  There 
are still a few tickets left.  $1 in the Craig office.  A fun evening for the entire family! In the Gym 
(enter through Door 2). 

 
 

Craig Chorus Concert   
Thursday, February 23 
 7 pm in the Gym 
 
Our 4th and 5th grade Craig Chorus students will be presenting a wonderful concert to showcase their hard work. 
Students dress in black and white and need to be in the cafeteria at 6:30!       - Sam Skibbe, Music Teacher 
 
 
Craig Spring Conferences  
Conference Night is Thursday, March 2, 7pm, Gym 
 
I you haven’t already signed up for your 2nd-semester spring conference,  you will be contacted by your child’s 
teacher with information to sign up for a time to meet and discuss and ask questions with your child(ren)’s 
Teacher(s).  Our specialists (Art, PR, Music, etc) will also be available in their areas for drop-in sessions on 
Thursday evening, March 2.  Most conferences are held that evening, but teachers also have alternate times 
available.  Make sure to sign up.  You and the Craig faculty are your child’s education team!  Thank you. 



Scholastic Book Fair during Conference Week  …  looking for volunteers 
 
We invite you to visit our Scholastic Book Fair to experience a celebration of reading that provides families the 
opportunity to get involved in a universal mission: encouraging kids to read every day so they can lead better 
lives.  Our Scholastic Book Fair theme – Happy Camper: S’more Fun with Books! – is part of an exciting reading 
event that brings to school a wonderful selection of fun, engaging, and affordable books kids want to read. 
Giving kids access to good books and the opportunity to choose their own books will motivate them to read 
more. 

Book Fair Dates:     Friday, February 24 to Friday, March 3 
 

 Shopping Hours 
 Friday:  noon to 4:00 p.m. 

 Monday:  8:50 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 Tuesday:  8:50 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

 Wednesday:  8:50 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
             Friday:  8:50 a.m. to noon 

 
We are looking for volunteers to help with our Spring Scholastic Book Fair. It will be opening  at noon on Friday, 
Feb. 24,  and run though conference week ( late on Thursday evening, March 2) ending Friday, March 4th at 
noon. If you are available to help students choose & purchase books during this time please sign up on-line 
at https://goo.gl/forms/9DD7SPX2iSMxFKU73. 
  
Help is also needed to set-up on the morning of 2/24 from 9:00 am to noon and tear-down on the afternoon 3/3 
from 12:30 to 2:00 p.m. Volunteers are particularly needed during the morning rush from the time the doors 
open at 8:50 to 9:05; otherwise, in 2-3 hours shifts throughout the day. It's always a fun time. Thank you! 
 

- Maried Blume, Library Media Specialist 
 
 
 
 
Spirit of Excellence 
 
The Spirit of Excellence is a Parkway School District awards ceremony that honors 
African-American Parkway students in grades 3-12, who have excelled academically.  
This celebration provides an opportunity for our African-American students to feel 
recognized by their peers, teachers, family and the Parkway community. 
 
It will be held, again at the Touhill Performing Arts Center (with limited, ticketed seating)      
on Thursday, February 16 at 6:15 p.m. 
 

Craig students being honored year are: 
 
Zoe Abernathy, Angel Allen, Asher Amanuel, Francesca Brown, Payton Brown, Leah Clark, Jasmine Duncan, Cali 
Graeler, Colin Griffin, Jada Griffin, Nehemiah Hagens, Jonathan Honkomp, Essence Hughes, Jaimeson Jackson, 
Elijah Jun, Kelsey Kent, Kairi Knight, Joseph Lewis, Josiah McClendon, 
Austin Meek, Malik Ojibara, Jordan Ousley, Jaiden Pittman, Xya Rhoades, Zahara Saunders, Abriea Smith Barnes, 
Cameron Steele, Alaina Tillman, Arayla Warren, Trinity West, and Brandon Yates.  Congratulations to you all! 
 
 
 

https://goo.gl/forms/9DD7SPX2iSMxFKU73


Craig Character:  Core Value Connections 
 

Here at Craig Elementary, students participate in our Core Value Connections (CVC) 
program. CVC is the idea is that one small act of kindness can start a chain reaction in our 
lives. This is based on the legacy of Annie’s Hope. Each time a student or staff member 
goes out of their way to demonstrate one of our Craig Core Values they are recognized by 
having that act written on a chain link and that link is added to their classroom chain. In 
the fall, we join our classroom chains during a character celebration in the gym. These 
chains are hung in our hallways as a reminder of our students following Craig Core Values 

and demonstrating kindness. Individual classes continue building their own chains. In the spring we hold a 
culminating Link Up Event for the year including the entire student body, staff, and even our mascot Moonlight 
the Owl. The links from the fall are joined together with individual classroom chains. Last spring this totaled over 
7,000 chain links and wrapped around the entire school track. During this event, each class is announced along 
with the number of Craig Core Value Connections they contributed to the chain. It is a very powerful experience 
for everyone to see how small acts of character can go a very long way! 
 
OWL Family February Lesson:  Our focus continues to be on diversity. Families will gain a better awareness of 
different learning disabilities. Students will participate in eye opening games and activities. Families will read: 
Mrs. Gorski, I Think I Have the Wiggle Fidgets by Barbara Esham. 
 
 
 

Craig Science Fair Results 
 
In the Science Fair Experiment category medals and ribbons were awarded. 
 
Honorable Mention ribbons  went to:  Francesca Brown, Michias Amanuel, and Madelyn Cannon. 
 
Third place green ribbons went to:  Jayah Jones, Priya Shahi, Jordan Ming, Kebron Amanuel, Leah Clark, Baersa 
Assefa, and Radostina Desova. 
 
Second place red ribbons went to:  David Lopez, Patrick Mc Collum, Asher Amanuel, and Jacob Goldman. 
  
Gold medals were awarded to:  Jordan Berhle, Vivek Shenoy, Phillip Pernik, Kendall Klepacki, Norah 
Hunterbrinker, Ryan Hunterbrinker, Francesca Grad, Briannys Febus Otero, and Caitlyn Hunterbrinker. 
Medal winning projects can compete in the Parkway Science Fair which will be held February 24 through 
February 25 at Parkway Southwest Middle School. 
 
 

In the Demonstration/How It Works category:  Michael Cuenca, Coryn Fair, and Lamar Abusbeih received blue 
ribbons.  Mia Harris, Alissa Botnar, Alanys Malone, and Zachariah Mantinband received red ribbons.  Michael 
Russell, Drew Waggener, and Jada Griffin received green ribbons.  Camden Thomas,  Saniyah Evans, Ari Abu-
Mayaleh, Isabela Tello, Trey Dupont, Amyr Taylor, Jisselle Honkomp, Dov Ciralsky, Roy Tracy, C. J. Weller, Alex 
Schrumpf, Jace Thompson, Olivia Culpepper, Aedan Tweedie, Cristian Ramos, Shumukh Aljohani, Essence 
Hughes, Josiah McClendon and Brandon Yates received Honorable Mention ribbons. 
 
In the Scrapbook category:  Ethan Quick, Christian Assefa, Owen Schrader, and Minahil Khan received blue 
ribbons.  Hayden Viau, Jacob Levinson, and Mimi Taff received a green ribbon.  Karon Penny and Haley Neece 
received Honorable Mention ribbons. 
 

Congratulations to all our scientists!        - Sandi Livergood, Science Fair Chairperson & Kdg Teacher 
 



Moonlight’s Trivia Night 
2017 Theme – Birthday Party  

Adults Only Please 
 

When: Saturday, March 4th, 2017  
with trivia starting at 6:30 p.m. 

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Where: Wild Acres Community Center 
10400 Midland Blvd, Overland, MO 63114 

Located off of Ashby Road 
 

All proceeds will benefit ALL Craig Elementary students! 
 

Bring Your Own Food and Drinks  
(Adult Beverages Allowed) 

Soda and Water Available for Purchase 
 

Table Decorating Contest-- Silent Auction --Wine Grab Bag--50/50 & much more! 
 

$20 per person OR $150 for a team of 8 
or 

$250-Premium Table for 8 includes alcohol package and preferred seating 
All forms due to the Craig School Office by Friday, March 3rd  

***Space is limited*** 
Hosted by: Craig PTO 

 
(Please detach and return the form below to the Craig School Office or fill out the form online at http://tinyurl.com/craigtrivia2017) 

 
Team Name: ______________________________   Phone  #:_________________________________ 
 
Team Captain:__________________________ Team Member:_____________________________ 
 
Team Member:__________________________ Team Member:_____________________________ 
 
Team Member:__________________________ Team Member:_____________________________ 
 
Team Member:__________________________ Team Member:_____________________________ 
 

• I/we don’t have a team; please place me/us with another Craig community member! 
 

Amount enclosed: $_______________ ($20 X per person OR $150 for a team of 8 OR $250 for premium) 
Please make all checks payable to Craig Elementary School. 

 
 
 
 
 



North regioNal art Show 
  

Tuesday, February 28th 6pm-8pm 

  

Parkway North High School 

Come enjoy hundreds of original pieces of art created  
by talented K-12 Parkway students. 

 
 
 

Wellness Wednesday Running Club 
All Craig Students 

 

February 8, 15 and 22 
  8:15 a.m. 

 
We will have Wellness Wednesday Running Club Tree times in February. 

Students are allowed to enter the building at 8:10 a.m.; cut off for sign-in is 8:35. 
All students grades K-5 are welcome to attend. 

Weather permitting, we will continue to use the track.   
If the weather does not cooperate, we will be in the gym. 

 
 

 
 

Looking ahead to Spring Break… 
There will be NO SCHOOL on Friday, March 10 (unless it is used for inclement weather) and 
then Spring Break is the entire week of March 13-19.  Students will return to school on 
Monday, March 20. 
 

 
 
 ESOL WIDA Testing:  February 6 - 28 
      

This annual state assessment test will be given to each of our Craig ESOL 
students during this 3-week time period.      -Deborah 

 

 
Student Drop Off 
         8:50 am on normal days 

        11:50 am on delay start days 
 
Students may be dropped off/arrive in front of the school starting 15 minutes prior to the attendance bell. 
That is the time the doors open to let your child into the building and when adult supervision is available. 
 



If you missed the Craig Kindergarten registration for 2017-18 …  
 
You will need to register at the Parkway District Registration.  
12657 Fee Fee Rd., Creve Coeur, MO 63146         PHONE:  314-415-9900  
 
You’ll find information on the Parkway website on how to enroll a student.  Just go 
to https://www.parkwayschools.net/Page/1 , then click on the red “Parents” tab, then on “Enrolling a Student” 
There is special information about how to enroll a Kindergarten student.   
 
Once you fill out your forms online, you’ll make an appointment online to go to the District Registration office 
and show your original documents (such as proof of residence, birth certificate, immunizations and so forth) 
completing your child’s registration.  What you need to bring is also listed on the website. 
 
This year, the district office will hold an EVENING registration opportunity on Monday, March 6, from 5 to 8pm.  
No appointment needed during that time.  This is to help parents who are unable to come during the day. 
 
It is always recommended to sign up for Kindergarten as soon as possible so your family will not miss out on 
special events this spring and summer. 
 

 

 
 

https://www.parkwayschools.net/Page/1


 

 
Encourage one-to-one MATCHING. (Have the child point to the word as they say it.) 
 
Encourage RE-READING if what is read does not make sense. 
 
Allow WAIT TIME to work it out. 
 
Encourage your child to LOOK AT PICTURES and think about what 
makes sense before starting to read. 
 
Encourage your child to think about what would make sense, what would sound right, 
and what would look right that begins with this/these letters before you say, “Sound it 
out.”  (We often use “sound  it out” as the first prompt, but in addition to thinking about isolated letter sounds, 
we need to think about meaning and grammar.) 
 

 Three key questions to keep in mind: 
  Does it make sense?   (meaning) 
  Does it sound right? (grammar/structure) 
  Does it look right?  (visual) 
 
REPEAT reading of easy books. (It helps the child gain fluency and confidence in addition to reinforcing 
the development of sight 
vocabulary.) 
 
PRAISE efforts when a child is 
using strategies to work 
independently. 
 
TALK about a story after it 
has been read. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No PTO Meeting in February.  Our next meeting will be March 7 at 7pm. 
 
 

Parents Teacher Organization Board: 
 
President:  Stephanie Deisner    314-732-3759      sldeisner@gmail.com  
VP, Social: Trish Mayfield     314-378-6206      trmayfield@yahoo.com  
VP, Fundraising:  Kellie Viau    314-749-3490     kellie@haydenboy.com        
Treasurer:  Natalie O’Brien    314-630-4418    jjstlops@sbcglobal.net  
Secretary:  Sherri Shoe    314-750-6507    sshoe72@gmail.com  
Ambassador:  Emily Gibson    314-973-1878    emgibson1050@gmail.com  
 
With the Parkway website change in January, our PTO page is not in service at this time.  The district technology 

department is working on getting it restored.  Just check the Craig website for information for now. 
https://www.parkwayschools.net/Domain/12 

 
 
 
 

 

2016-17 Craig Yearbooks going on Sale 
 
Yearbook order envelopes  will go home with your child in late January to early February.    
Order, payment and deadline info will be printed on the envelope.  Please contact Meghan Schrumpf 
at meghanm4@hotmail.com with any questions. 
 
Fifth grade parents:   If you haven't done so already, please send a baby or toddler picture of your 
child  to meghan4@hotmail.com or text it to 314-406-1653.   These will be on a special page in the 
yearbook.   Thank you for helping to make your child feel special as they prepare for their next educational 
adventure.   
 
 
 

Buzz Books 

Buzz Books are in. There are still some left.  Please contact Kellie 
Viau at 314-749-3490 or kellie@haydenboy.com to get one.  Or 

you can see the front office staff.   They are $5.00. 
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UPCOMING DATE FOR THE ST. LOUIS CARDINAL GAME. 

CRAIG CHORUS PERFORMS 

FRIDAY, APRIL 28, 2017 

It is the Cardinal vs Milwaukee 

More information coming in March. 
 
 
 

 
You, TOO, Can Sign Up to Bring Staff Treats 
 
Thanks to the following moms who participated in January Birthday Bakers bringing treats to help celebrate the 
Craig faculty and staff birthdays of the month: 
Michelle Behrle, Michelle Tindira, Bonnie Shepherd, JoEllyn Klepacki, and Kathy Huntebrinker. 
Our teachers and staff appreciate the goodies we bring in. 
 
So, if you're interested in helping, please email for further information @ paulawaggs@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 
Looking Ahead at PTO Sponsored Events: 

● February 25  International Festival 12-3pm at Craig Elementary School 
● March 7  PTO Meeting, Library, 7-8pm 
● March 20-25   No Screens Week – Watch for evening activities at school. 
● April 11   PTO Meeting, Library, 7-8pm 
● April 23   Craig 5k Fun Run/Walk, Creve Coeur Park, 5k-9am, 1 mile fun run-10am 
● April 28  Craig Family Night at The Cardinals Game 
● May 6   Craig Carnival, Front Lots, 4-8pm      NOTE NEW DATE 
● May 19   Field Day, morning Owl Family games 

 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:paulawaggs@gmail.com


Nothing to buy, sell or deliver! 
The easiest fundraiser ever! 

 
Craig School PTO 

“Yellow Envelope Campaign” 
 
 
To keep our school strong and support critical programs, the PTO runs an annual Fund Drive. Because of your 
wonderful support, we are able to contribute to various enrichment opportunities for the students and teachers, 
as well as assist with many programs and daily classroom experiences. In the past, funds the PTO has raised 
have supported purchasing many of the essentials used every day at school including the Craig School marquee 
sign in front of school, all outdoor benches, tables and trash receptacles, new sound systems for the music 
department and another for performances in the gym, Smart Boards, Moonlight the Owl and his storage bag, 
school library shelves and storage and the playground equipment, just to name a few.  
 
 
If we are able to get enough donations, this direct appeal of the “Yellow Envelope Campaign” allows the PTO to 
forego multiple fund raising projects where students are asked to sell items throughout the school year. Instead, 
we seek one-time donations. Unlike those other projects, every dollar contributed to the “Yellow Envelope 
Campaign” goes directly to support Craig Elementary School. We welcome contributions from friends, 
grandparents, and employers! 
 
 
How much should we give? In the past, most donations have been around $25 to $50 per student, but PTO has 
also received as little as $5 and as much as $500. You decide. It all adds up. If your employer matches donations, 
please include a completed matching request form. We will fill in the organizational information and request the 
matching funds from your employer. 
 
 
Tax-deductible contributions can be made to “Craig PTO” and sent, along with the information below, in the 
attached envelope. Drop envelope in the bright green PTO box located in the school lobby anytime, or mail to: 
Craig Elementary School, Attn: PTO, 1492 Craig Road, St. Louis, MO 63146 or please go 
to:  https://www.gofundme.com/craigpto2016 or you can mail a check to: 
 
 
 
For more information, contact our Fundraising Officer, Kellie Viau at: kellie@haydenboy.com 
 
 
 

Thank you for your support! 
 
 
 
 
Donor Name: _______________________________________________   Student Name: __________________________________ 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Contribution Amount: ________ $25   ________ $50   ________ $75   ________ $100   ________ Other 
_______ I would like my name to appear as follows in Craig newsletter’s List of Donors: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______ I do not wish my name published on the List of Donors. 

https://www.gofundme.com/craigpto2016
mailto:kellie@haydenboy.com
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